
CIVIL GANG INJUNCTIONS: AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH 

With a nationwide escalation of criminal street gangs, prosecutors, members of law 
enforcement, and allied professionals have sought to develop innovative approaches to 
address the criminal activities of these groups and their crippling effects on local 
communities. One method, successfully pioneered in California, is the civil gang 
injunction. This is a court order prohibiting gang members from participating in certain 
activities. It is based on the legal theory that criminal gang activity constitutes a public 
nuisance. 

As part of its ongoing support of Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN), the National District 
Attorneys Association (NDAA), in partnership with the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
(BJA), has launched an initiative to train prosecutors and members of law enforcement on 
the use of civil gang injunctions as an effective tactic for gang prevention, intervention, 
and suppression. Over the past year, NDAA and BJA have brought training and technical 
assistance to jurisdictions around the nation, including Ogden, Utah. Armed with this 
training, prosecutors in Ogden recently filed an action to abate the nuisance activity of a 
local gang–which included a range of street crime such as graffiti, assault, drug dealing, 
and murder. On September 27, 2010, an Ogden judge declared the 485-member Trece 
gang a public nuisance and granted an injunction prohibiting gang members from 
associating in public with one another.  
 
For more information about bringing civil gang injunction training to your jurisdiction, 
contact NDAA’s Gang Violence Prosecution Program, at www.ndaa.org; see also, 
NDAA’s new monograph, Civil Gang Injunctions: A Guide For Prosecutors, which is 
available for free download at the NDAA web site. Further, register now for a free 
Webinar on civil gang injunctions hosted by BJA’s National Training and Technical 
Assistance Center in collaboration with NDAA, on Tuesday, November 9, 2010, from 
2:00 pm-3:00 pm EST. For more information, visit http://bjatraining.org. 
 

http://www.ndaa.org/
http://bjatraining.org/2010/10/12/civil-gang-injunctions-how-to-prevent-gang-violence/

