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Reentry — Substance Abuse

Sung, Mahoney and Mellow utilized data from the 2006 National Study on Drug Use
and Health (NSDUH) to examine substance abuse treatment gaps among 36,965 adult
parolees. Parolees were defined as those respondents that were on parole, super-
vised release, or some other form of conditional release from prison during the 12
months prior to the interview. Specifically, the authors examined: drug use patterns
and treatment exposure rates of parolees, prevalence of unmet treatment needs for
substance abuse among parolees, contextual and personal correlates of the lack of
access to treatment among parolees, and perceived barriers to treatment among sub-
stance-abusing parolees. Their findings suggest that parolees were significantly less
involved in illicit drug use than active offenders. Parolees were also more likely to re-
ceive specialized drug abuse or dependence treatment than similar individuals not
supervised by the criminal justice authorities. An examination of unmet needs re-
vealed that the rate of unmet treatment needs for substance, alcohol or illicit drug
use among parolees was about three times higher than the rate for the rest of the
population. Analyses of the correlates of lack of access revealed, among other find-
ings, that those who held a job were more likely to be left untreated. This finding was
consistent with previous research that showed that treatment schedules often con-
flicted with work schedules. The examination of obstacles to treatment revealed that
the majority of parolees who felt the need for treatment but did not receive it indi-
cated that they felt that lack of financial resources or the lack of health care coverage
was the main obstacle to their access to treatment. The study, Substance Abuse
Treatment Gap Among Adult Parolees: Prevalence, Correlates, and Barriers, is avail-
able in the December issue of Criminal Justice Review:
http://cjr.sagepub.com/content/36/1/40

Crime Prevention

The Australian Institute of Criminology recently published a report that outlines a
model performance framework for community-based crime prevention. The paper
examines a series of performance measurement frameworks that are designed to as-
sist crime prevention organizations, communities, and local governments to measure,
in a systematic way, the implementation of crime prevention programs. Some of the
information outlined in this report includes: a set of high-level objectives, how those
involved in programs can ascertain that the desired outcomes have been achieved,
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Useful resources for criminal justice program evaluation and performance measurement are available
at the BJA Center for Program Evaluation and Performance Measurement web site:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/evaluation.



http://cjr.sagepub.com/content/36/1/40
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/evaluation
mailto:bjaeval@jrsa.org
mailto:bjaeval@jrsa.org
http://www.usdoj.gov/privacy%E2%80%90file.htm

EVALUATION NEWS PAGE 2

information pertaining to program logic models, what performance information is required and how it can be
used to demonstrate results, and how performance information can be integrated into future program decision
making. The full report, A Model Performance Framework for Community Based Crime Prevention, is available at:
http://www.apo.org.au/research/model-performance-framework-community-based-crime-prevention

Corrections

The National Institute of Corrections and the Crime and Justice Institute at Community Resources for Justice re-
cently released a guide to Evidence Based Practice Skills Assessment (EBPSA) for Criminal Justice Organizations
(Version 1.0). The EBPSA is a self-report measurement tool designed to gauge the extent to which correctional
staff demonstrate the skills necessary to successfully implement Evidence-based Practices (EBP). To date, three
EBPSA assessment forms have been developed—one is focused on a team perspective, one is focused on an indi-
vidual perspective and one is focused on both perspectives. This guide summarizes how the EBPSA can enhance
an organization’s ability to become a more effective evidence-based organization. It includes a brief overview of
the development of the EBPSA and sections that address reliability analysis, scoring keys for each EBPSA form
and how to utilize the information obtained from the assessments. The guide is available at:
http://nicic.gov/Downloads/PDF/Library/024397.pdf

Courts

The National Center for State Courts has released a framework that is designed to assist courts with improving
their performance. The framework consists of a series of flexible steps that courts can take to integrate perform-
ance improvements into ongoing operations. These steps include: focusing on key administrative principles that
clarify high performance, understanding how a court’s managerial culture can promote common goals and colle-
gial cooperation, developing the capacity to measure performance and learning to use the results for procedural
refinements and communication with a variety of stakeholders. The authors describe the framework as a hybrid
between an educational tool serving to document the elements of high quality administration and a guide offer-
ing step-by-step procedures to use in concrete situations. Achieving High Performance: A Framework for Courts is
available at: http://www.ncsc.org/information-and-resources/high-performance-courts.aspx

Tip of the Month

Which statistical test should you use?

The use of inferential statistics is very common in evaluation research. In a previous tip we discussed the differ-
ence between descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics are used to describe and inferential sta-
tistics are used to infer, or generalize, something about a larger population based on the sample. But which inferen-
tial statistical technique is appropriate to address a particular evaluation question? The answer to this question de-
pends on your research question and the nature and level of measurement of the variables involved. Once you have
this information you can use the link below to access a matrix designed to assist you with choosing an appropriate
statistical test. This tool is not intended to assist you with selecting an appropriate statistical test in all situations;
however, it is a useful guide for understanding when to use some common inferential statistical tests.
http://faculty.pepperdine.edu/fmadjidi/Stats/How to select inferential stats.pdf

Useful resources for criminal justice program evaluation and performance measurement are available at the BJA Center for
Program Evaluation and Performance Measurement web site: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/evaluation.
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